           Faith Formation  & Sacrament Preparation   			                              Newsletter
 Important Dates:  [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JQJKJNYZ\MC900442036[1].wmf]                                                                                                                            
1. Weekly faith formation classes: Faith Formation: January  11th, 18th and 25th
2 . January's  Generations:  4th    Dinner:  5:15pm - 6:00pm        Gathering:   6:00pm to 7:30pm 
     DON'T FORGET TO REGISTER AT THE PARISH WEBSITE FOR THE DINNER PORTION:  www.stpatricktc.org
Remember to bring your dinner donation envelopes.  If you forget, we have extras!!! 
3. Sacrament Preparation Sessions:    January 8th, 15th, 22nd, and the 29th               


 Prayer for a Blessing on the New Year
O sacred and adorable Trinity, hear our prayers on behalf of our holy Father the Pope, our Bishops, our clergy, and for all that are in authority over us. Bless, we beseech Thee, during the coming year, the whole Catholic Church; convert heretics and unbelievers; soften the hearts of sinners so that they may return to Thy friendship; give prosperity to our country and peace among the nations of the world; pour down Thy blessings upon our friends, relatives, and acquaintances, and upon our enemies, if we have any; assist the poor and the sick; have pity on the souls of those whom this year has taken from us; and do Thou be merciful to those who during the coming year will be summoned before Thy judgment seat. May all our actions be preceded by Thy inspirations and carried on by Thy assistance, so that all our prayers and works, having been begun in Thee, may likewise be ended through Thee. Amen.
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HOW WONDERFUL IS THAT . . . . [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JS134YYH\MC900139495[1].wmf]
Congratulations and a job well done to the December Faith Buddies!!! These children were able to take part of the student mentoring because they attended class, did their weekly homework assignment and were paying attention during class.  I am truly proud of these children.  
The following students that were able to participate   (IT IS ALL OF THE 5TH GRADERS)
	* Jonathon Fredo
	*Ashley Brown
	*Sophie Stoops                
	*Jonah Malaski
	*Ian Pinkowski
	*Tom Ross
	*Atlas Rosenburg
	*Aaron Kjeldgaard
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[image: http://content.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/thankyou/thank-you-dog.png]   A special thank you to all of the 4th and 5th grade weekly faith formation families that donated food, clothing and games to a family in dire need this Christmas.  The amount of the donations filled up a whole minivan.  May God truly bless you all.    
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I am still missing pictures from some sacrament preparation families whose child is in either Confirmation, Eucharist or Reconciliation. 
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Here's What's [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JQJKJNYZ\MC900440035[1].png]
        Youth Ministry Senior High		 		 	               [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JS134YYH\MP900409424[1].jpg]	
Faith Formation classes in the Senior High group have been full of prayerful reflection, information, experiences and much awareness. Focusing on Morality this year, one of the key components are the ten commandments.  While most of the teens know most of the ten, learning them all has been a goal for this year.  What those ten mean has been even more key to their faith formation.  		                                                                                                                                   In the beginning of the year, the teens viewed the DVD "Brother Sun Sister Moon" which is the life of St. Francis.  They learned so much more about him than the little they knew.                                                 Father Don was able to come to one class and share with them about the World Youth day that he attended in Spain.                                                                                                                                   Another time, at the Generations session, the teens viewed a movie titled "180" dealing with respect for all life ~ specifically highlighting the Holocaust and abortion.                                                 The teens share their "God moment" of the day before they start class.  Realizing that God is everywhere reviewing their day enables them to think about that "God moment" and share it with the others.                                                                                                                                                 Music is an important part of life.  The teens heard a specific song sung by Josh Groban at the last class dealing with "Material possessions" and reflected about the part that touched their heart.  They then created a Christmas object with the simplest of materials.  The focus and awareness about the true meaning of Christmas was realized again in their lives.                                                          -Kasia Parcia  Senior High Catechist
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Sacrament Preparation Reconciliation         [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JS134YYH\MC900310376[1].wmf]
The month of January is the time that the families whose children are preparing for Reconcilaition will meet on Sundays.  We have a large group of families this year, almost 40 families.  

   [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\9QWV145G\MC900053612[1].wmf]  ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS                          
 Some of you may have already noticed that  in the vestibule on a table is the poster of pictures of the children in Reconciliation or Confirmation/First Eucharist  Sacrament Preparation.  This poster as well as yellow blank prayer cards will be up until May of 2012.  I am asking all parishioners to please periodically fill out a yellow prayer card for either one or several  of the children that are featured on the poster.  The simple instructions can be found on the table for you to follow.  Once you fill out a card, please simply slide it through the slot on the model of a church.  Once a week, I will then pull the cards and send them to the corresponding families.    Can you imagine the joy and pride these children will receive by simply getting this card in the mail and knowing that a parishioner is praying just for them!!!  Thank you to the parishioners that have already filled out prayer cards.  They have been sent to the families.  Again, thank you for Helping to be part of something wonderful.  
  			 Below is a copy of what the yellow prayer card looks like:
					        
                        Dearest child of God, ____________________________, I will humbly:                                          					      (name of child)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

			         
                                      				       
 
	Kindergarteners and First Grade            [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JS134YYH\MP900400138[1].jpg]
	Miss Pat has been busy with working on the first 5 books of the Bible.  This is known as the 	Pentateuch and these books are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy).  These 	children have been talking about particular stories in these books.  For instance, the children know 	where to find the stories of Adam and Eve and Jonah and the whale.    After the children come back 	from Christmas break, they will begin to discuss the Beatitudes.  Parents, continue to work on the 	following prayers with your child:  Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.  It is required that these 	children are familiar with these prayers.  

Second Grade               [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JQJKJNYZ\MP900403789[1].jpg]
The kids are earnestly learning to say the following basic prayers:  Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.   PLEASE don't assume that your child  knows these prayers.  Once they are able to say each of these prayers without fail to Mrs. Preston, they recieve a prize from the prize box and a gold star on their prayer chart.  They are also learning about these prayers as well and why they pray.     

Third Grade       [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JQJKJNYZ\MP900409676[1].jpg]
	Margaret Kjeldgaard has been working very hard with her students.  One thing she has incorporated 	into her class every week is the "GOD JAR".  The God Jar is a special decorated container  that 	holds the special prayers of her students.  Each week they add their prayers.  Once a month they will 	empty this jar full of prayers and present it to God in a special way by using the St. Clair's Day 	Chapel.   Parents:  Do you have a special prayer that you would like to add 	to the God Jar?  I encourage you to stop in and put your prayer in their  	jar during class.  How wonderful would your child feel seeing you add 	your prayer to the container !!!!!!!  		                                  
			                           
Fourth/Firth Grade         [image: C:\Users\SPFF\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\9QWV145G\MC900048298[1].wmf]
This large group of kids have been expected to many things and they have lived up to the challenges.  They have talked about honoring God and themselves.  For we are all God's creatures.  These kids are given weekly homework assignments.  They have successfully done each and every one.  Through their assignments they are learning about many different aspects of our faith and the Catholic Church.  Terry has required much of them and much has been given back.  She is preparing these children for the responsibilities and requirements of the Youth Ministry.  
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.Quote for the Month:
 
	“The big print giveth and the fine print taketh away.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as3.gif] Fulton J. Sheen 
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